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WORKING WHEELS..

Top wheels for
those with wheels

David Syer builds the ideal
car for wheelchair users,
wiites GRAHAM SMITH

EQPLE  with disabilities
have enough Lo deal with in
their lives without being
labelled second-class  cit-
1ems when il comes 10 mnspon

A need 10 accommaodate o wheel-
chair and a pile of gewr has
condemaned disabled peaple to riding
in large converted vans that mark
them as disabled wherever they po
But Fleetworks Mobiliny’s David
Swver is working hard 1o change tha:
with his range of smaller vehicles

“We wanled a car that basically
locked like 3 normal car so wsers
woildn't feel supmatised.’”” Syer
EEVES

He developed the first Freewheel-
e model about 10 years™ apo.
because he peaded a suitable velicle
to carry his disabled son,

He wanted a car that could
accommedate him while e <t in ks
wheekchair, ovoiding the hossle of
folding the chair and Nifting his son
in and out of the vehicle

“We didn't want 1o drive some-
thing like a maniature furmiture
vam,"" Syer says.

The idea 1o create a small velucle
for the purpose prew legs when
Holden launched the onginal Combo
van which seemed perfectly sunted 1o
the job. Syer and his Adelaide-bused
bedy builder, Les Brazier Special
Wehicles, have since converted hun-
dreds of Cambos and Citroen Beslin:
Bm bat RT;;MWH new Kangoo van
wi be the most pogailar
be- a.i!l’_m‘n ¥ pey

$yer is optimistic about the Kan-
Mbﬂim il is available with an
somatic transmission, something
his customers have wanted since he
began comverting the Combo,

Such was the demand for an auto

Automatic cholce: David Syer converts Renault Kangoos into well-designed transport for wheelchalr users,

WE DIDN'T WANT TO DRIVE SOMETHING
LIKE A MINIATURE FURNITURE VAN

that he converted Combos 1o aulo-
matics. Though he  satisfied  the
demand, 1t was 3 Lme-ConsuEIng
and costly exercise

The awie makes it caswer for
family members to dnve, Syer says,
andd thev can alvwo feel comforable
absait h;_:.nd.n;__' the L:r.:\.'un.'n.‘r o Carers
who might not be ahle to dive a
manual

Sver orders the Kangoo direcily
from the Renaull factory and lands
them with dual-glazed shiding doors,
dual airbags, ABS and a wide choice
of colours and oplions,

Lex Bravier Special Vehicles then
converts them. The rear floor s
madified 10 wwcommodate 3 Tamp
and festraints are Mued o hold the
wheelehir wcun:!u:r e the dese
abled passenger is aboard

Swer can supply the Freewheeler
with one or Lwo removable rear
passenger seais x0 thot the Kangoa
can accommodate up W live people,

He also lines the rear area lo
improve the aesthetics and installs
windiws in the rear body sides 10
ncrease visthality and (o make the
intenior more airy.

The converied model also has a
stainless-steel fuel wmnk under the
floor on the gt side, and a
stainlbess-steel  exhoust 5 routed
around the reworked area

Further options can be specified
feeam a bt including a winch 1o help
carers get the wheelchar into the
vehicle, bited winidows, and réars
'|s:||:'|-;|1:|;_ SRRSO

Prices start al 342,500 for the
manual, The auto costs 541,490, and
the tully equipped Elite auto, which
has a lifi-up lailgate, body-coloured
bumpers and fog lights, is 546,450,

Syer sold 30 Kangoo Freewheel-
ers in the firsl two months and
expects e sell 10 a momh,



